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friend Adair to encourage the Empress Catherine to hold out against all demands. Since then Fawkener's son, William Augustus, had from time to time done much of the work of the embassy. The information he sent home came irregularly, and was largely made up of social gossip and political fiction. Our St Petersburg embassy seems only to have begun to be in good working order some years later under Lord Leveson-Gower, presently to be mentioned. The first germ of future international differences is latent in the suggestion of the favourite device of a partially instructed and perplexed diplomacy, a congress to be held, as the Czar thinks, at the Russian capital. The basis of any such discussion might be the annexation of Belgium to Holland, the restoration of the French and Italian, frontiers as they had existed before the war, and a particular show of respect to the Germanic Empire. The pervading tone of the British despatches is courteous reserve or urbane criticism. The English suggestion that any congress there might be should meet, not at St Petersburg, but at Dlisseldorf, is resented by the Czar as a slur on his good faith. He never seems quite to recover his amiable equanimity, A reminder of his promise to assist England with troops only elicits the abrupt remark that the soldiers of whom he had spoken were recruiting their health and were not yet fit for work. At the same time there shows itself the sense of grievance cherished by Paul against Great Britain since 1798. The Czar had caused himself to be nominated chief of the order of Knights of St John of Jerusalem; in that capacity he claimed possession of Malta, bitterly complaining of the English negligence which had caused Napoleon's seizure
163